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PRELIMINARY AND SHORT REPORTS
CIGARETTE PAPER DERMATITIS
MAURAY J. TYE, M.D.
Haverhill, Mass.
Urbach (1) listed flax as one of the p]ants and flowers which have produced dermatitis
venenata. Recently, I had occasion to see two cases in which flax cigarette paper
was accountable for an eruption of the fingers.
Up to 1939, about ninety per cent of the cigarette paper was made from linen rags in
France and Czechoslovakia and then sent to the United States for the manufacture of cigar-
ettes (2). Because of the war, it became necessary to seek another source of supply and it
was then that the major tobacco companies adopted the use of the hum usitatusimum for the
source of supply. It is a flowering plant grown chiefly in Minnesota, Dakota, and Canada
and also is used for the cultivation of linseed.
(PICTURE TAKEN FIVE DAYS AFTER USE OF CIGARETTE HOLDER)
The eruption in both cases of cigarette dermatitis presented here began on the lateral
surface of the index finger opposing the middle finger and later appeared on the
middle finger.
Case I. H. S. J., department stores executive, was referred by Dr. Tribeman because of a
fine vesicular erythematous patch on the opposing surfaces of the middle and index fingers
over the middle and distal phalanges. The eruption had been present for about a month.
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A tentative diagnosis of contact dermatitis was made. The fingers were kept covered and
healed slowly. Fungous cultures at that time were negative.
In a short time, a similar eruption developed in like areas on the left hand. The patient
had used this hand for holding cigarettes during period in which the right hand was band-
aged. The eruption recurred on the right hand when the bandages were removed.
Patch tests with the paper from Camel and Chesterfield cigarettes showed a slight
amount of edema and definite erythema when applied for twenty-four hours. Tobacco from
the cigarette gave a negative patch test reactiou. A patch test with the flax fiber (raw flax
fiber, only mechanically treated to remove certain portions of the skin of the plant) (3)
showed erythema at the site of application. A fifth test applied with the flax
fiber, cooked and bleached (3) (fiber just prior to paper-making process) showed a definite
pruritic, papular eruption within twenty-four hours. There has been no recurrence of the
eruption since using a cigarette holder for the past 5 months.
Case II. R. F., retired government employee, was referred by Dr. Bryer because of vesicu-
lar patches on opposing surfaces of the index and middle fingers of about nine months' dura-
tipn. The patient smoked Phillip Morris cigarettes. The lesions have disappeared since using
a mild, soothing ointment and cigarette holder.
Patch tests with raw flax fiber showed slight erythema in forty-eight hours. Testing with
the cooked and bleached fiber showed fine, puritic papules in forty-eight hours. A test with
the paper was removed by the patient and the test could not be read.
SUMMARY
Two cases of contact-type dermatitis due to exposure to flax cigarette paper are reported.
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